
Welcome to the February 2008 San Diego AEP Chapter Newsletter! We want to make 
sure that all members are receiving the electronic newsletter. If you have a friend or 
co-worker who is an AEP member who does not receive chapter e-mails or newsletters, 
please have them contact our Chapter President, Diane Catalano (DMCatalano@pbsj.
com) with their email addresses, so they can be added to the master list.  

I’d like to thank everyone who attended the December 2007 AEP/APA/WEC Holiday 
Party, and hope you all had a great time. Special thanks to everyone who helped setting 
up the games and manning the door!

This year, we are looking forward to some great luncheons and events as well.  Kick-
ing off the January luncheon, John Helmer from the Port of San Diego gave a fun and 
interesting presentation on Port of San Diego projects and environmental issues the Port 
faces. For the February luncheon, Nancy Bragado, General Plan Project Manager for 
the City of San Diego, will head a panel discussion on the proposed General Plan Up-
date and Final Program EIR. And don’t forget March! No local chapter event will occur 
in March, as all of AEP San Diego will be at the AEP/NAEP Conference downtown San 
Diego at the Omni Hotel!

Please note, that in addition to the regular conference agenda, a special Sustainability 
Forum on Friday, March 28th from 1:30-5:30 at the Omni. This forum will focus on 
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successful sustainability efforts and ini-
tiatives in San Diego, will occur on Fri-
day, March 28th from 1:30-5:30 at the 
Omni. We hope to see you all there, as 
well as at the many luncheons, CEQA 
Workshops, and other fun events this 
year. Please contact me at ckeller@pm-
cworld.com if you have any luncheon 
topics, or if you are interested in pre-
senting at a luncheon this year!  
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Upcoming AEP Events 

City of San Diego General Plan Update and Final Program EIR
Speakers: Nancy Bragado, City General Plan Program Manager

Marilyn Mirrasoul, City EIR Project Manager
Yara Fisher, EDA W,Consultant EIR Project Manager

Date:  Thursday, February 28, 2008    11:45 A.M. to 1:30 P.M.
Location:  Mission Valley Resort, 875 Hotel Circle South, San Diego, CA 92108

Menu:  California Chicken Monterey with Side Salad
Cost:  $20 Members, $27 Non-members, $10 Student/Unemployed Members

Please join the AEP San Diego Chapter for a presentation on the upcoming City of San Diego General Plan Update 
and Final Program EIR, currently anticipated for consideration by the City Council in early March.  This presenta-
tion will bene" t all environmental and related professionals involved in projects within the City of San Diego, and 
those interested in long-range planning.

Presentation Overview

The City of San Diego is nearing completion of its General Plan Update.  The last comprehensive update took 
place in 1979.  The Draft General Plan (Draft GP) sets out a long-range vision and comprehensive policy frame-
work for how the City should plan for projected growth and development, provide public services, and maintain 
the qualities that de" ne San Diego over the next 20 to 30 years. The Draft GP contains ten guiding principles 
which are re# ected throughout the plan elements. The plan does not change land use designations or zoning on 
individual properties, but rather provides the framework and policy direction for future community plan updates, 
discretionary project review, and implementation programs. 

Since less than four percent of the City’s land remains vacant and available for new development, the policies 
focus on the reinvestment in existing communities needed to support long term growth. The Draft GP continues 
to implement the adopted City of Vil lages strategy to focus on future housing, retail, employment uses, educa-
tional, and civic uses in mixed-use village centers of different scales. By directing growth primarily toward village 
centers, the Draft GP supports the preservation of established residential neighborhoods and the management of 
growth over the long term.  A Final Program Environmental Impact Report has been prepared for the Draft GP.

The presentation will provide an overview of the Draft GP and Final Program EIR, and highlight how the docu-
ments address environmental issues including sustainability, climate change, and compliance with Assembly Bill 
32 (the Global Warming Solutions Control Act). 

Please make your reservation no later than Wednesday, February 21, 2008 to Christi Keller via fax at 
858-453-3628 or via email at ckeller@pmcworld.com.

February Luncheon - February 28th
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Upcoming AEP Events

San Diego County Low Impact 
Development (LID) Requirements Seminar

The San Diego and Imperial Counties Chapter of 
the American Public Works Association (APWA) 
is presenting a seminar on San Diego County Low 
Impact Development (LID) Requirements. This 
seminar will address LID requirements, as mandat-
ed by the San Diego RWCQB Municipal Permit; 
the bene" ts of LID to developers and the commu-
nity; LID planning to achieve maximum bene" t; 
landscaping and water conservation; and speci" c 
examples of LID practices and projects. All regis-
tered attendees will receive a copy of the County of 
San Diego “LID Handbook.” This one-day semi-
nar will be held on Monday, February 25, 2008 and 
Wednesday, February 27, 2008. The cost is $150. 
Register by February 15, 2008. Contact Dennis 
Bowling or Katie Clevenger at 619-291-0707 with 
questions or visit www.sandiegoaep.org/events.
html for more information.

Register now for the 2008 NAEP/AEP Joint Conference!  

The 2008 Conference will be held from March 25 - 28, 2008 at the Omni hotel in San Di-
ego. This year’s conference theme is “Changing Climates” and the conference will include 
over 40 sessions, 25 exhibitors, special sessions, and mobile workshops. Keynote speakers 
are Huell Howser, host of “California Gold” and “California Green,” and Julia Eiperin, 
environmental correspondent for the Washignton Post. Please visit www.naep.org for the 
most up-to-date Pre-Conference Agenda, Conference Registration, Hotel Reservations, 
and Things To Do in San Diego. Register by March 5th to avoid late registration fees.

Don’t forget to register for the Sustainability Forum on Friday, March 28th from 1:30 
pm to 5:30pm. This event will feature presentations on sustainability projects and initia-
tives in San Diego. Time will be included for discussion including sharing experiences and 
ideas and socializing to provide a relaxing and purposeful conclusion to the week. 

This full-day workshop is designed to provide 
you with the tools to manage the most challeng-
ing CEQA issues. This workshop will be held at 
Marina Village near Mission Bay. Registration 
materials will be available soon. Stay tuned for 
details.

SAVE THE DATE   SAVE THE DATE   SAVE THE DATE

Join the EarthFair Committee

Due to its great success last year, the Board 
wants AEP to be involved  in EarthFair 2008 
(Sunday, April 20) in Balboa Park, but we need 
your help! Contact Diane Catalano, President, 
at dmcatalano@pbsj.com if you are interested 
in helping organize this year’s involvement in 
EarthFair 2008.

Spring 2008 Advanced 
CEQA Workshop - May 8th
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Infr astru ctur e
• Energy

• Transportation

• Water resources

• Program/construction
management

• Land resources

Imagine the result

Environ ment
• Planning and permitting

- CEQA/NEPA

• Biological and cultural surveys

• Site evaluation and remediation

• Architectural design

• GIS

• Niche services
- Sediments; stormwater

management

- Human health services

Total business solutions that add value to your bottom line

9095 Rio San Diego Drive, Suite 240
San Diego, CA 92108

Tel 619.291.7800
www .arcadis-us.com

Membership Update

Mike Baksh Tierra Environmental Services
Adrianne Beazley LSA Associates, Inc. 
John Boarman Linscott, Law & Greenspan 
Jonathan Brindle, AICP City of Escondido Plng. Div. 
Charles Bull RECON Environmental, Inc. 
Anna Buzaitis BRG Consulting, Inc. 
Tina Christiansen City of Solana Beach 
Robert C. Edgerton AICP HDR Engineering, Inc. 
Teri Fenner EDAW, Inc. 
Kara Fiedman EDAW, Inc. 
Kelley Gage San Diego Co. Water Authority
Jonathan Goodmacher Ninyo & Moore 
Sophia Habl Mitchell HDR Engineering, Inc. 
Susan M. Hector ASM Af" liates, Inc 
Philip L. Hinshaw A.D. Hinshaw Associates 
David Hochart Dudek & Associates, Inc. 
Tyler Huff AMEC Earth & Environmental
Ralph Kingery  
Robert MacAller RECON Environmental, Inc. 
Dennis R. Marcin HELIX Environmental Plng. 
Robert Prohaska Essex Environmental 
Laurence Reider Chambers Group, Inc. 
Dirk D. Smith  
Barry J. Snyder AMEC Earth & Environmental
Donna E. Steel RECON Environmental, Inc. 
Randall Stevens  
John Swanson City of Coronado Plng Dept. 
Matthew David Valerio Port of San Diego/DLUP 
Derek James Wyss David Evans & Associates 
Valarie Yruretagoyena EDAW, Inc. 

Megan Baker  
Poonan Boparai EDAW, Inc. 
Clement Brown HDR, Inc. 
Michael Ryan Clark  
Shannon D’Agonstino HDR Engineering, Inc. 
Edward A. Drury UCSD 
Ziad Hussami  
Destiny Larberg San Diego County/DPR 
Chris Moore EDAW, Inc. 
Brendan Reed County of San Diego 
Tina Rae Selle  
Jessica Sisco  
Ryan Stowers  
Manna Warburton ECORP Consulting, Inc. 

Returning Members New Members
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January Luncheon

OUR WORLD REVOLVES AROUND YOURS

COMPREHENSIVE MUNICIPAL SERVICES

www.pmcworld.com

(866) 828-6PMC
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Port of San Diego:  
Environmental Steward

If you weren’t there, you missed a 
humorous and interesting luncheon 
on January 31st at the Mission Valley 
Resort. John Helmer, the newly ap-
pointed Acting Director of the Land 
Use Planning Department, presented 
to approximately 70 members and 
discussed the Port of San Diego, its 
role as an environmental steward, 
and a couple of the major redevel-
opment projects located within Port 
tidelands.

The Port of San Diego has many 
roles include facilitating commerce, 
providing recreation, and protecting 
the environment. The Port’s envi-
ronmental program includes on-site 
treatment of stormwater before it en-
ters the San Diego Bay; energy and 
water conservation, recycling, and 
sustainability programs; a Clean Air 

Program, which will require cruise 
ships to shut down their engines 
while in port and “plug in” to the 
pier’s electricity; and environmental 
education through partnerships with 
local schools.

John also discussed a few of the 
redevelopment projects occurring 
on Port tidelands. The " rst was the 
Chula Vista Bayfront Master Plan. 
Located in the City of Chula Vista 
and south of the Sweetwater Marsh 
National Wildlife Refuge, this will 
be the largest waterfront plan in the 
country. The Plan proposes to rede-
velop the 550-acre project area with 
an active commercial harbor with 
retail shops, restaurants, and public 
spaces at the water’s edge. The Plan 
also proposes possible multi-fam-
ily residential development, wild-
life refuge buffers, and 239 acres 
of open space. Another Port proj-
ect is the North 
Embarcadero 
Visionary Plan 
(NEVP). Locat-
ed along Har-
bor Drive from 
Laurel Street to 
Market Street, 
this Plan pro-
poses redevel-
opment of this 

area to include narrowing Harbor 
Drive to provide a larger pedestrian 
and bicycle path and other rede-
velopment projects. The develop-
ment of a hotel on Lane Field was 
recently approved. This hotel would 
be designed to comply with LEED 
requirements and would be only 1 
of 3 LEED-certi" ed hotels in the 
country and the only LEED-certi-
" ed hotel in the coastal zone. The 
hotel would include heat recovery 
systems and recycled water systems 
and would use sustainable building 
materials. For more information on 
the Port of San Diego or any of the 
redevelopment projects within the 
Port Tidelands, please visit:  www.
portofsandiego.org. Thank you John 
Helmer for a great presentation and 
luncheon! Check out pictures from 
the event on Page 6.

Port of San Diego Fun Fact:  The 
Port of San Diego is completely 
funded by rents, fees, and grants. 
This organization has not received 
tax dollars since 1970. Any sales 
taxes accrued on Port lands are 
given to the city in which the sale 
occurred.
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Pictures from January Luncheon

n Environmental and 
Resource Management

n Transportation

n Water/Wastewater

n Design-Build

San Diego
Irvine
Long Beach
Los Angeles
Pasadena
Riverside

Solutio ns

www.hdrinc.com
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DESIGN, PLANNING AND 
ENVIRONMENTS WORLDWIDE

Applied Social Science

Biological and Restoration Services

CEQA/NEPA Documentation

Cultural Resource Management

Environmental Compliance & Permitting

Economic Development

Public Participation

Master Planning

Landscape Architecture

Urban Design

EDAW, Inc
1420 Kettner Blvd., Suite 500
San Diego, CA 92101

T 619 233 1454
F 619 233 0952
www.edaw.com

CEQAMap Update
CEQAmap Announces 600% Increase 
in Downloads After Introducing Our 
New Climate Change Database

In cooperation with OPR, CEQAmap recently created 
a unique data subset of our master database of envi-
ronmental documents. Since users discovered our new 
Climate Change Database, we have experienced an av-
erage monthly increase in downloads of 600 percent! 
This clearly de" nes the leading edge of a wave of rec-
ognition washing over California, and the entire world 
(we have users from across the nation and overseas). 

Positively affecting change begins with information. 
To increase the # ow of information, we are planning 
to create several more unique information databases, 
including:

 • Transit Oriented Design

 • Sustainable Community Planning

 • Transportation and Emission Reduction

 • CEQA Case Law and Legal Challenges

Are there other topics you would like to see? Please 
email us with your suggestions at dritter@ceqamap.
com.

Many thanks to our newest sponsors - Allen Matkins: 
Attorneys at Law, and ESA Environmental Consul-
tants, for their essential contribution to the maintenance 
and operation of the CEQAmap website. Sponsorships 
help keep CEQAmap online and FREE to all users. 
Contact us today at dritter@ceqamap.com. 
Sponsorship is easy and affordable!

Visit www.ceqamap.com to see what you have been 
missing!
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 Professional Opportunities

Request for Proposals

The City of El Cajon is Requesting Proposals for 
Environmental Consulting Services for the Prepara-
tion of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the 
Downtown El Cajon Speci" c Plan (DECSP).  The 
proposed DECSP would provide guidelines for the 
future redevelopment of approximately 527 acres 
within the downtown El Cajon Redevelopment Proj-
ect Area.  The project area for the proposed DECSP 
is generally bordered by Interstate 8 on the west and 
north, Lexington Avenue on the south, and Lincoln 
Avenue on the east.  For a copy of the Request for Pro-
posals, please refer to the City of El Cajon’s website 
at www.ci.el-cajon.ca.us.  Proposals will be accepted 
at the City of El Cajon Planning Division, Attn:  Bar-
bara Ramirez, Principal Planner, 200 E. Main Street, 
El Cajon, CA 92020.  The submittal deadline is 4:00 
pm, March 3, 2008.  There will be a pre-bid meeting 
at 2:00 pm, February 15, 2008 in the City Hall 5th 
Floor Conference Room (see address above).



th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
to

r

page 9

february 2008

Chapter Sponsors



february 2008

page 10

th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
to

r

President - Diane Catalano
PBS&J / 858-514-1010
dmcatalano@pbsj.com

Programs – Christi Keller
PMC / 858-453-3602

ckeller@pmcworld.com

General Membership – Brian Leslie
Weston Solutions / 760-931-8081
brian.leslie@westonsolutions.com

Student Membership – Julie Wang
EDAW, Inc. / 619-233-1454

julie.wang@edaw.com

Secretary – Dawna Marshall
HELIX Environmental Planning, Inc.

619-462-1515 / dawnam@helixepi.com

Treasurer – Kailash Mozumder
Jones & Stokes / 858-578-8964

kmozumder@jsanet.com

Newsletter Editor – Kate Gentles
PBS&J / 858-514-1068
ksgentles@pbsj.com

Director – Marilyn Ponseggi
City of Chula Vista / 619-585-5707

mponseggi@ci.chula-vista.ca.us

Student Chapter Presidents
Todd Mora – SDSU  

morat@rohan.sdsu.edu
Kyle Harper – UCSD
kpharper@ucsd.edu
Peter Prentiss – USD 

pprentiss-09@sandiego.edu

Just in Rasas , P.E., PTOE
Principal 

��� ��� ��� 		
� ��� ��� 
��
Traffic Studies & Parking Management 

5114 Sea Mist Ct  
San Diego, CA, 92121 
619.890.1253 Phone 
619.374.7247 Fax 
Justin@LOSengineering.com

Editorial Information
San Diego Chapter Board Members

Board Meetings are held on the 1st Wednesday of each 
month. All members are invited to attend. If you would 
like to attend a board meeting, please contact the Chapter 
Secretary, Dawna Marshall, for more information. Min-
utes from each meeting are posted on the Chapter website 
at www.sandiegoaep.org/news.html.

The environmentor is published monthly except in Au-
gust. Articles are due by the 20th of each month and are 
welcome free of charge, but must be of particular inter-
est to the membership. Preferred format for submissions 
is Word via e-mail to the Newsletter Editor (ksgentles@
pbsj.com). Photos are always welcome. Job announce-
ments are published free of charge on the website and in 
the newsletter, space permitting. Please contact the News-
letter Editor for advertising information or for additional 
editorial information.
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